New Green party cries fowl over possible sabotage
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Kigali: Officials of the newly formed Democratic Green Party of Rwanda (DGPR) were in
disbelief Thursday evening after government officials informed them they will not be available
Friday to notify some of their registration documents, RNA can reveal.
Interim party leader Frank Habineza told RNA the development means the delegates
conference scheduled Friday may not take place because that is when the signatures of the
1000-plus delegates expected in Kigali were to be verified.
&quot;The 'Notaire' rang me at 5pm informing me that he will not be available because he has
not been granted permission to verify our signatures by the minister of Justice,&quot; said a
visibly angry Habineza.
&quot;When I called the minister of Justice, he told me the Notaire does not need his
permission to conduct such a function. Now I dont know who to believe and what to do.&quot;
According to Mr. Habineza, he has already postponned the delegates conference for
&quot;three times&quot;, with every of the previous timetables, the Notaire claiming he is not in
position to notify the party's nomination signatures. However, Mr. Habineza declined to name
the Notaire in question, but the minister is Tharcisse Karugarama.
&quot;We have made alot of losses financially because for example we called the delegates
and diplomats last Sunday for the same function but we had to cancel it because there was no
one to verify our documents,&quot; he said.
The new political party law requires that a government Notaire is present to verify all the
signatures of those nominating a given party for registration before they are submitted to the
Ministry of Local. The party needs at least 600 “verifiable signatures” from across the country to
be able to register.
RNA was not able to get official response by press time.
Interim president Mr. Frank Habineza said last month that the party will “call for a delegates
Congress in September, after which we shall deposit our dossier to [the Ministry of Local
Government]”. “Right now, we are recruiting members from all districts of Rwanda.”

1/1

